STOW PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD MEETING
Thursday, April 14, 2022 – 4:00 PM
Minutes of the Stow Parks and Recreation Board Meeting held Thursday, April 14 at Heritage
Barn
Members Present:

Christie Sheets, Houston Morgan, Patrick Crawford

Members Absent:

Bob Pontius

Others Present:

John Pribonic, Mayor; Nick Wren, Director of Public Service, Linda
Nahrstedt, Director; Anne Baranek, Supervisor; Kathy Lewis, Recreation
Supervisor, Chris Sheridan, Asst. Recreation Supervisor; Tracie McNutt,
Marketing Specialist, Kristin Spicer, Recreation Assistant, Ann
Malthaner, Library Liaison, Amanda Rome, Outreach Librarian, Rachel
Jamison, Miguel Carvallo

CALL TO ORDER
Ms. Sheets called the meeting to order at 4:00.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Mr. Morgan moved to approve the minutes from the January 13, 2022 meeting, seconded by
Mr. Crawford. All were in favor.

SWEARING IN OF REAPPOINTED MEMBERS
Mr. Crawford was sworn in by Mayor Pribonic to serve a term on the Parks & Recreation
Board.

PUBLIC COMMENT
Nothing to report.

DEPARTMENT ACTIVITIES REPORTS/UPDATES
Stow City Center Project Update
Nothing to report.

Parks Master Plan Update
Ms. Nahrstedt reported:
We have been working on the master plan since July of last year. We are coming to some
closure – the draft plan will be presented to council on May 5. We will want to confer with the
Parks Board before the plan goes to council and get some input from all of you. We have had
quite an overview of the Parks and Recreation Department and all of our services, including
park maintenance.
Statistical results of the survey will be reported on at that meeting and the subcommittee of the
Parks Board for the Master Plan have already attended a workshop to get some preliminary
information on what the citizens of Stow want. We have had a lot of engagement. The
statistical survey went very well. The consultants have also done other comparative data to see
how we compare to other communities of our size as far as budget and staffing and will make
recommendations on what we will need to do to move forward. We will also be discussing
funding strategies to keep our Parks and Recreation facilities, parks and programs funded for
the next five years - should levies, bond issues, sales tax, etc., fund the department. We will
need to have some funding dedicated to Parks and Recreation so that we do not end up in a
position where we have improvements that have not been kept up with.
At the end of the Master Plan, there will be a strategic capital improvements plan that will list
what the items are that we have decided on for each park and how do we get these items
accomplished. There will also be a detailed maintenance plan so that we can keep on track with
everything that we have to maintain. We have done an evaluation and looked at each park.
Each park will have a mini master plan that will list what residents would like to see based on
results of the survey. The Master Plan team is deciding on what is needed at each park. The
consultants have been fantastic in helping us think outside of what we are so used to. Do we
work with the private sector? How do we get there?
With the Master Plan, the consultants will prepare five renderings. We picked five of the parks
that they will actually do a physical rendering for that will list the items we want for that park
and budget numbers. We picked the City Center, the Hanson Property, Adell Durbin, Oregon
Trail and Silver Springs Park. We had some very good ideas at our last work session that are
exciting for the City of Stow. There will be the draft plan presented on May 5 and then from
there a quote will be taken and the final plan will be drawn up and solidified.

Fox Den Golf Course Rates
Mr. Wren reported:
Currently we are using the 2021-2022 off-season rates, which is used when you are not cutting
the greens, tees and fairways every day. As soon as the weather improves, we will convert over
to our prime rates. We also have the 2022 Fox Den Membership rates, which caters to the
individual as to how they would like to experience Fox Den. Lastly, there are the 2021 rates for
comparison. Our most important rate is our weekends before 1:00 pm, which was increased by
$2.00 from last year to $54.00. We make these rate changes based on our competition in the

area, which is mainly Brookledge and Ellsworth, along with Windmill and some private clubs.
Ellsworth and Brookledge are still slightly above us on their rates but we are closing that gap
quickly.
The golf course brought in just shy of $1.6 million last year, which is by far the record. The
record before that was $1.257 million. This year we brought in $99,000 for the month of
March, which is mainly due to leagues, greater than 32 players, having to prepay for the season.
Last year we had a very dry March and April and we brought in $102,000. The course is in
great shape, we continue to build on what has been done the past couple of years, and our
reputation continues to grow.
Ms. Sheets asked why we removed the twilight timeframe. Mr. Wren stated the demand is so
great that we really did not need to have a twilight timeframe. Mr. Morgan asked have you
heard any negative comments about the rate increases. Mr. Wren replied no one has
commented because we are consistent with other golf courses in the area. All of our traveling
leagues that have left due to our poor course conditions have come back to our course and
already booked rounds this year. Golf continues to grow thanks to covid and at some point, the
market will level out.
Mr. Morgan made a motion to pass the 2022 Fox Den Golf Course rates, seconded by Mr.
Crawford. All were in favor.

Parks Maintenance and Improvements
Mr. Wren reported:
We are continuing to improve the clubhouse at Fox Den Golf Course. The new pro shop area is
almost complete. We are looking to have a Taco Tuesday, which would have walking tacos and
a margarita machine – we are always trying to boost our non-golf revenue.
We just had a meeting with Mr. Greg Bobbs, Superintendent; Don Brooker, Deputy Director,
and Tom Fanara, Cemetery Specialist to look at the trees that need to be removed on the
Hanson property, as well as the proposed cemetery area, and also a clump of trees that is
directly behind the range that we are taking out. This area is where Fred Hanson’s house is
currently. We had the house scheduled to be removed but our fire department is using the
house for training purposes and will then be removed. We are waiting to get three quotes back
on the removal of all of the trees. Most of the trees are scrub trees – the only large trees were
around the actual residence. Mr. Morgan asked will the Christmas tree farm leave. Mr. Wren
replied we want to protect the one private property that is there so we are leaving trees to buffer
them. Any of the larger pines that are closer to the driving range will remain because we are
trying to keep the driving range separate from the recreation area and we will also want to keep
the cemetery buffered. Mr. Morgan stated that there used to be a company called Big Trees that
were looking for large trees to move. Would we be able to move any of these trees where they
could be reused? Mr. Wren stated that the ones that are on the property are gigantic and we will
try to save some of the larger pines to serve as buffers. We are not sure what the final footprint
will be for the recreation area so we will be careful not to remove too many trees. The areas we
are concentrating on are the proposed cemetery site and the grouping of trees in the back of the
driving range.

The revenue of the golf course, through the end of March, is only $10,000 behind last year,
which is due to the poor weather conditions we have had this spring. Our record end payable is
$174,000, which we will probably not come close to that record, due to the extended forecast.
Our first new park sign has been installed at Meadowbrook Park. We are waiting on capstone
that goes on the top of the sign to be delivered and then that sign will be complete. The next
park to install a new sign at will be Adell Durbin.
The following improvements to the Heritage Barn have been made: replacing the floor,
restructuring of the restroom and painting the facility inside and out. The Sherwood Acres
playground equipment has been removed and we are scheduled for installation either May 2 or
May 9 and then move on to Northport playground. In addition, I have been working with Ms.
Nahrstedt, Mr. Anderson, Ms. Lewis, Mr. Leppo, and the Mayor on the Master Plan, which you
will be seeing very soon.

Events/Programs
Ms. Lewis reported that the May/June Senior Newsletter has been mailed out. We did increase
some of our attendance numbers so that we can have more seniors involved in the programs, like
Bingo and Bunco. We also increased our number of trips that we will be offering from two per
month to three per month for the summer. So far, our programs have been very well received,
especially since we have been back full swing from covid. We are trying to get back to our new
normal as far as numbers, working the space that we have at the senior center, and utilizing other
spaces like The Leona Farris Lodge and some outdoor events.
Ms. Mihalus reported that the campground is off to a great start. Before we opened on April 1,
we already had $14,703 in reservations. As of today, we are at $18,984 in reservations. This
spring has not been kind to the campground – the conditions are very muddy. We had to close
down nine of our campsites, due to the sites being flooded. Those campers on those sites were
moved to drier sites. If we are able to install pads at the campground, that will greatly help these
issues.
Our maintenance department has installed 30-amp service at 18 of our sites. They were not able
to do all 27 sites because there is not enough actual service available at the campground to service
all 27 sites with 30 amp.
Our park attendants Ken Barnhart and Mike Hillman have been trained on the new Firefly
reservation system and will now be able to take reservations on site.
Ms. Nahrstedt stated that we opened up the reservation system on February 1 and had $14,000 in
reservations before we officially opened the campground. That equates to the campground being
about 1/3 full before opening day, which is an awesome statistic.
Ms. Spicer reported that we have 48,000 users of our website and 125,000 page views. In the
months from February to April, 46,000 are new visitors to the website as a whole, not just Parks
and Recreation. The FunInStow Facebook page is where we advertise Parks and Recreation
programs. Since January, we have 234 new page followers so we are now over 5,000. Our reach
has been around 30,000 people, which is the number of people who saw any content from our

page from February 1 to April 13. The Easter Egg Hunt was our highest reached post, reaching
13,480 people. We still have a great reach with our Facebook pages.
Some of the programs that are on the FunInStow site get shared on to the City of Stow site and
the City of Stow site is now up to 7,000 page followers. We are working on building a new
website with Civic Engage to make it easier for our followers to locate information. We are
hoping to have it up and running sometime this fall.
We have the Community Connection magazine, which contains articles from our department on
Fox Den, the community gardens and the Concerts on the Green coming this summer. This is a
collaboration with the City of Munroe Falls and the Stow Munroe Falls schools.
Ms. Sheridan reported that the Superhero Event is planned for Saturday, April 23 at The Leona
Farris Lodge – registration is full at 30. Registrants will have a variety of activities and crafts to
do. On May 7, we have the Fishing Derby in collaboration with the Summit Sportsman
Association and ODNR. We have 216 families registered. Participants will receive free bait and
tackle, t-shirt, food and drink. The Easter Egg Hunt on April 9 was a success and was put on with
the help of 11 organizations like, the library, Kiwanis, Rotary and some churches. Registration
was closed at 300 families and of those registrations 567 children registered. We had about a
75% turnout, even though the weather was not ideal.
The Concerts on the Green series will be held between May and August. We will have five
different concerts. We will have at least four food trucks at each concert. We have $3,600 in
sponsorships for these concerts. We will also be doing neighborhood pop up parties, where we
will take our small parks bus and some activities, games and music. We have three neighborhoods
planned for parties: Calls Farm, Wyoga Lake and Maplewood. We will have visits with the
Mayor, Police K-9, Firefighter Mel and Sparky. This is a new event for us that we are hoping to
eventually grow and do more neighborhoods.
On June 25, we will kick off Celebrate Stow Week with our Fun In Stow Play Day and
Community Picnic. This will be the second year for this event from 1 pm-5 pm. The event will
include stilt walkers and jugglers, kid’s characters, pony rides, reptile show, a bubble
presentation, touch a truck and food trucks. The next day, on June 26, we will have the patriotic
pedal at the High School. Families that register for that can decorate their bike and ride around
the track.
Our July 4 parade is back in its traditional format. The last two years we had to take the parade
to the road and drove through town and though people appreciated it, it is time to get back to a
real parade.
Mayor Pribonic responded I would like to commend how pivotal this group has been as far as
Ms. Nahrstedt’s team. We could have shut down during covid and it did not happen. I think a
big challenge for this group is now what do you keep and what do you do away with. The library
did the same thing, being pivotal with their programs and I commend you for this. Ms. Nahrstedt
replied we have learned a lot dealing with covid. The Community Picnic was an event that we
designed so that it was spaced out – people could come at different times and it would flow. Last
year we did not have food we had to order offsite and have it delivered.

Mr. Crawford asked if the food trucks were already set in stone or could we add any additional
ones. Ms. Sheridan stated that she has an ongoing list of food trucks and would be happy to add
to that list if you had a recommendation.
Mr. Morgan stated that the Historical Society is contemplating on getting a food truck because at
the last Harvest Festival the kitchen at the Heritage Barn was not very accessible. The kitchen is
set up for a caterer to bring in one meal for a certain number of people not someone to prepare
food for two days and there is no way of dispensing the food from the kitchen. Could I please
look at your list of food truck vendors that you use to get an idea of someone we could use? Ms.
Sheridan replied I would be happy to get that list to you. Mr. Morgan replied the money we bring
in for this event helps to maintain the buildings. The officers of the Historical Society are now
all members from the Explorer Post from 1980. At that time, their ongoing project was the
Historical Society.
Ms. McNutt reported on the Connect with Nature series, which is brand new this year. A couple
of months ago we met with the library to do some collaboration. Our big goal at parks is to get
people outside to see our parks, trails and open areas. We have a series of events coming up
starting May 12 through July 22. We will have a hike and hunt at Adell Durbin, where the kids
will hunt for native plants. We will give them pictures of what they are looking for. Once they
have found the item, they will take a picture. At the end of the hike, they will get a plant of their
own. We will ask them to share those pictures on our Facebook page. From those pictures
submitted, we will draw another name and give them an assortment of plants.
On June 9, we will have an astronomy watch party. The families will be able to come to Silver
Springs Park on Groundhog Hill in their pajamas, enjoy stories under the stars, do a craft, and
learn about the nighttime summer sky. We are looking for an astronomer, so if anyone knows of
someone please let us know.
On June 21, we will be doing a mind and body hike at the Sancturetum. Adults can go and do
intermittent yoga, breathing exercises and listen to inspirational words from Maria Grimm.
On June 27, we will be doing a story time nature hike at Adell Durbin Park. The library will be
doing two sessions where they will make a healthy snack, hike and listen to a story. The week of
July 18 is bird watching week. People will be able to go to the library and pick up supplies for
bird watching. On July 22, we will be building a birdhouse from wine corks at our Leona Farris
Lodge.
Ms. Nahrstedt stated that it has been a while since we had nature programs. We did away with
them during the recession. One of the things we have seen in the statistics for the Master Plan is
that people have a desire for these type of programs.
Ms. Baranek reported that outdoor basketball at Silver Springs Park will start in June for grades
3-12. Last year we had around 80-100 kids enrolled in this program. Our big program for the
summer is our Day Camp program, which as of yesterday we only had three openings left for the
8-week program. It will be held at Heritage Barn for grades 1-6 with activities, swimming and
field trips planned.
Another program that we are going to have this summer that we have not had in probably 20 years
is our 3 on 3 basketball tournament for grades 3-8 at Silver Springs the week of August 5-6.

Depending on how many teams we have signed up it could go all day. I will have an alternate
site if it does rain.
Ms. Nahrstedt stated that enrollment for our day camp is unprecedented. Each week we have 60
children and some of the weeks have a waitlist of 30 kids. Truly, there is no way we can expand
the program because of staff. Ms. Baranek stated that our day camp program is really a great
program. The Director and Assistant Director are both teachers and they have worked the
program for a long time. The counselors are amazing with the kids. The ratio is 1 to 6 and the
counselors are all CPR and first aid certified.
Another program that we have not had in two years is our Firecracker Run. I am meeting with
our race director next week to figure out a way that we can promote this race better and get more
people to participate. Fortunately, we are having the parade and many people like to participate
in the run and then stay for the parade. We will be reaching out to the high school track teams
and running clubs in order to get more people to participate.
Ms. Malthaner stated the library has been changing the way we are doing social media in the fact
that we are trying to report on the library. There is a lot of behind the scenes and a lot of narrative
and our social media statistics have really increased. We are gearing up with some large projects
that have been in the works for about a year and everything has been paid for by private donations.
We have been trying to get these projects to fruition but the supply chain demands are holding us
back. We will be re-carpeting and putting up new wall graphics in our Stow-Munroe Falls room.
We have new two person study rooms that are all glass and sound proof. We had a donor who is
paying for two single study pods that look almost like a phone booth but you can walk in to the
room and it is completely silent.
Ms. Rome stated that the library is trying to get the word out about services that are offered by
the library. We have study pods, meeting rooms for the community, and we are fine free. We
have all these things that people do not necessarily think about us having. We have a brochure
that we are sending out to as many people as possible to inform the public of our services.
Ms. Malthaner stated that we also have a fast facts brochure that we send out at the end of every
year. It just states how many people came through our door, what the number one checked out
book was - it is basically like an annual report but in graphic form. Before covid, every program
we had was full consistently. After covid, we are starting at rock bottom in the fact that we are
trying to get people to have us as part of their routine. Before covid, we were getting between
700 and 800 people through the door every day and now it is probably around 450. We are
planning to do a strategic plan, which we have wanted to do for a very long time. We are trying
to reach people who do not come to the library and find out why they are not coming to the library.
Mr. Crawford asked have you seen an increase in people checking items out online? Ms.
Malthaner replied we have a large streaming service and our e-books are huge. I can see in about
5-7 years where we will not have any DVDs or CDs.
Mr. Morgan asked is there any chance of expanding the parking area at the library? Ms.
Malthaner stated that we could expand the parking lot and it is on our list of things to consider.
We are getting ready to go out for bid again but we have to redesign the parking lot and have it
approved by the City of Stow. The whole parking lot is being reimagined because we might need
some outdoor space for programming. I do not see it being completely paved over. There are

many ideas being tossed around because of the pandemic that we discussed before. Now that we
have the time to regroup and look at the strategic plan and see what we need, then we will move
forward based on what the residents of Stow and Munroe Falls are asking for.
Mr. Morgan stated that a former Mayor of Stow wanted to close down our campground
permanently. Fortunately, that never happened. We have to keep on top of things that keep us
moving – you cannot just rest on your laurels. The campground, at that time, had been run down
on purpose and then they decided to put some money into it and improve it. We are going to have
to continue improving the whole parks system and the city itself.

PLANNING COMMISSION REPORT
Ms. Sheets reported the area of Hope Homes had a new residential area approved. Another Fogg
building on Seasons Road was approved. On Norton Road, we approved a drive thru coffee
kiosk. This kiosk is based on a franchise kiosk but it is not a franchise.

OLD BUSINESS
Nothing to report.

NEW BUSINESS
Ms. Jamison presented a presentation on the initiative to memorialize George R. Garrison, Jr. We
are a group of former friends, classmates, parents of friends that have come together in the past
year, with our connection being the memory of Mr. Garrison. In order to view the presentation,
click on the link below:
https://stowohio.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/George-R.-Garrison-Jr.-Unity-MemorialProposal.pdf

Mayor Pribonic asked Ms. Jamison to explain why this area was chosen compared to other areas
and how it is about George but it is also about everyone. Ms. Jamison replied this is about
George’s legacy but it is really about everyone in the community knowing that they are respected,
embraced, welcome here, whether they are visiting or they live here. We really want this to be a
space of reflection for everyone, which is why we chose the space at Wetmore Park. It is a quieter,
reflective park - this is why we have the bench area there. We envision people being able to take
the time to sit in this area to reflect and really be a symbol of welcoming to all kinds of people.
Mr. Morgan stated that his main concern is maintenance. Depending on volunteers, is a
wonderful thing but 20 years from now who is going to be around to take care of the park? Ms.
Jamison replied I do think by pulling in other local organizations they will continue to assist long
after we do, like local boy scouts troops to help continue to maintain that throughout the years. I
think that we would definitely make sure that this is something that is kept up for many years to
come through those other kinds of groups.

Ms. Nahrstedt added I know that the Service Department, Mr. Nick Wren, has met with you all
and looked at other sites to consider and this site is an appropriate site from our perspective too.
Our maintenance staff will be willing to help with the upkeep also. Ms. Jamison replied that we
will try to make this a very low maintenance area and we do not want this to be a burden on
anyone – we want this to be a celebration, an area for reflection and to be welcoming.
Mr. Crawford made a motion to approve the George R. Garrison memorial; seconded by Mr.
Morgan. All were in favor.
Ms. Nahrstedt stated that there was a man that passed away in the Adell Durbin Park last July.
Some ideas to memorialize him at Adell Durbin are being discussed. We did discuss because we
are dealing with the Master Plan and Adell Durbin is one of those parks that may undergo many
changes, we would wait to see what came of the Master Plan because she was not set on exactly
what she wanted to do. Ms. Sheridan and I met with her a while ago and we will be conferring
with her in May and see where we are at with the Master Plan and go from there.

GENERAL DISCUSSION ITEMS
Nothing to report.

ADJOURNMENT
Motion to adjourn was made by Mr. Crawford and seconded by Mr. Morgan at 5:30. All were in
favor.

______________________________
Bob Pontius, Chairperson
Parks and Recreation Board

______________________________
Deanna Mihalus, Secretary
Parks and Recreation Department

