STOW PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD
MEETING Thursday, January 26, 2022 – 4:00 PM
Minutes of the Stow Parks and Recreation Board Meeting held Tuesday, January 26 at The
Leona Farris Lodge
Members Present:

Christie Sheets, Houston Morgan, Bob Pontius

Others Present:

John Pribonic, Mayor; Nick Wren, Director of Public Service, Linda
Nahrstedt, Director; Anne Baranek, Supervisor; Kathy Lewis, Recreation
Supervisor, Chris Sheridan, Asst. Recreation Supervisor; Tracie McNutt,
Marketing Specialist, Kristin Spicer, Recreation Assistant, Ann
Malthaner, Library Liaison

CALL TO ORDER
Chairperson, Ms. Sheets called the meeting to order at 4:03.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Mr. Pontius moved to approve the minutes from the November 9, 2021 meeting, seconded by
Mr. Morgan. All were in favor.

SWEARING IN OF REAPPOINTED MEMBERS
Ms. Sheets was sworn in by Mayor Pribonic to serve another term on the Parks & Recreation
Board.

ELECTION OF OFFICERS
Mr. Pontius nominated Ms. Sheets as the Planning Commission designee and Ms. Sheets
nominated Mr. Pontius as the Chairperson for 2022. All were in favor. Ms. Sheets was sworn
in by Mayor Pribonic to serve as the Planning Commission designee.

PUBLIC COMMENT
Ms. Nahrstedt stated that Ann Malthaner from the Stow Munroe Falls Public Library was
present today. The library expressed an interest in some of our boards and commissions that
they would like to have a liaison from the library attend these meetings. We will be making
those connections with our Arts, Parks & Recreation, Inclusion, and Senior Citizen’s
Commissions. Ms. Malthaner will be our liaison for the Parks Board and we are excited to have
her.

DEPARTMENT ACTIVITIES REPORT
Annual Report
Ms. Nahrstedt reported on the following:
In 2021, we had hoped we were moving out of covid. It did not exactly go on an upward
trajectory with our programs. We had some difficulties with moving in and out of covid
protocols. We tried to do everything with energy and enthusiasm and make it seem like we are
returning to normal as much as possible. We definitely felt that the community wanted to be
together so we devised our events in a way that they would still allow for distancing.
For 2022, we look at it as a year of reawakening. We have a lot on the agenda with the Parks
Master Plan. The city is also in the middle of a trail connection planning grant, which will
provide some Parks & Recreation needs as well. Mr. Wren will be speaking today about the
parks improvements for this year.
One of our biggest programs we started with was Wild Night of Valentine Lights. It was one of
the coldest nights and we quickly took the event from an outside drive through to an inside
drive through in the city service department’s garage, which was something that we really did
not want to do but the maintenance staff cleaned the garage up nicely and we provided all the
characters and it turned out nice.
We had our Princess event which we are planning to do again this year. We did Blues and
Cupid Craft Boxes last year and those have fallen off the radar for this year. We are gearing up
again for Women in Art Month, which is March. We had a great program last year, working
with the businesses and the artists in the community. Our Easter Egg Hunt was one of those
events where it was socially distanced. We still served 240 families, upwards of 1,000 people
but you never felt crowed during the event.
We had Pet Pictures with the Easter Bunny, which was very fun but we only served 25 families.
Another popular program is our Graduating Senior Banner program. These banners are
displayed on the front lawn of City Hall and we are gearing up to do this program once again.
The Fishing Derby served 128 youth and this will stay on the radar for 2022. Our Day Camp
program served 337 children over the course of the eight-week program. Monday Meals was a
program that the Mayor got started last year to benefit restaurants and organizations. We are
going to do this program in a miniature form this year for about four weeks, which will start in
February.
Our Superhero training was very successful last year and we are planning to do this program
again in April this year. For the Stow Strong Celebration, we will be changing the name as we
move forward to Celebrate Stow. We will once again have a full array of a week or more of
activities including Fun In Stow Play Day, the Firecracker Run and of course the 4th of July
Parade. The Patriotic Pedal was our first time doing such an event at the high school with kids
on bikes and will plan to do this event again. The 4th of July Parade last year was different
because it was a traveling parade. This year we are planning to go ahead and return to our
traditional parade.

The traffic signal boxes is a new program that we administered along with the Arts Commission
in 2021. We have had several good comments about the program and we are planning to do this
program again in 2022.
A unique event that we will not have again this year is the dedication of The Leona Farris
Lodge. It was a wonderful evening. We are still working with some components of putting a
mural in a wall with the time line of Leona Farris’ life and major accomplishments.
Our window painting event is a fall themed event and was not well participated last year and we
are not sure if we will be bringing this event back. Our Scarecrows on the Plaza event was
another event that had low participation so we will have to decide if we will be bringing this
event back. We have had success with our Paint N Pour events. The staff has been attending
some of these programs and they have been fun and will continue to do this program. We are
also looking at some other craft oriented events instead of painting.
We were able to get back to normal with our Summer Sunset Blast. Fortunately, we had great
weather for all of our events, with the exception of the Valentine Lights event. The Halloween
Decoration Tour was something that we started during covid that people can do on their own.
We had 19 entities sign up for the tour. The Halloween Hop was a great evening of dancing
and celebration at the lodge. We had 65 registered attendees for this event. The Haunted
Hayride had 527 attendees. It was a cold fall evening, with great participation from the
campground.
A new program that we had in conjunction with the library was Fireside Stories and Songs. It
was a great program and we were able to light the fireplace in the Sancturetum. Our
maintenance department got the fireplace up and going and we wrapped the program around the
fireplace along with talent of the library. We could not have done this program without them.
A new program that we started in conjunction with Munroe Falls and the schools is a
community magazine that is published quarterly and we will continue with that. The first
edition came out in November.
Our Santa’s Mailbox program is always popular. Our Glow with Stow event we were happy to
get back to our normal event. We only had our first annual and then covid started. Heritage
Park drive through is something that the Arts Commission and the Historical Society worked on
together. It was a drive through that 67 cars participated in. The first year of this program, we
were not able to have the drive through portion so it was nice to add this part to the event.
The Colors of Christmas we had our churches in the area participate in this event and for the
small number that participated it was great and it sounds like they want to participate again for
the community and for the churches themselves. The Christmas Eve Jingle we have no way of
tracking participation of this event because we ask participants to go out and ring their bells for
two minutes on Christmas Eve at 6:00 pm. We have no idea how many people really
participate but we see Facebook posts and that tells us that people are out there participating in
this event.
We have supplied information for virtual resources and we still update that on our website
regularly.

There are a number of programs that are not really our programs but we provide some kind of
assistance and sometimes are the registrar for these programs. These include Adopt-A-Spot,
Stow Players, Safety Town, Stow Tree Festival and Team Up 2 Clean Up. These programs we
do not specifically run but assist with marketing and registration.
Now that we are finally able to get back to our senior programs, the seniors are excited and
willing to participate. We offer a large amount of programs and our attendance is starting to
rebound since covid. We resumed our community bus trips in September with limited numbers
of seats available and those programs have been doing very well.
Our campground, with our new reservation system, had a record year with 3,500 reservations
with a 61% occupancy rate. Our prior numbers were 1,900 in 2020 and 2,194 in 2019. We are
proud of the increase in reservations. We are having many campers not from this area coming
out because of the reservation system. We are just getting ready to ramp up for next year,
opening the system on February 1 and then camping begins April 1 and runs through October
31, with the weekends being primarily booked.
We offer a sponsorship program for Bow Wow Beach. We have not promoted this heavily but
we do get a lot of return of the same companies who participated in prior years.
Community Gardens and Pickleball are two programs that have thrived again. We had 257
registrants for Pickleball. This is a program that we need to decide on what we are going to do
moving forward. Should we expand the program or keep it the way it is. This will be answered
as we move forward with the Master Plan.
We collaborate with Lacrosse and assist them with registration and marketing. With Jazzercize
and Ballroom Dance, we have had an up and down year. Jazzercise is taking a break now, due
to covid so we have had many changes with these programs. We are looking at what we want
to do with our wellness and exercise programs. Recreation exercise ranked very high on the
Master Plan survey with our community so we will definitely revisit these programs.
We work with LaTuchie Tennis Center for our tennis program. Registration is small but
consistent. Our very popular youth basketball program is seeing reduced numbers from years
past but this is the way things are going in general but the participation in our basketball is still
very good.
We do quite well on social media – we realize that we need to have other avenues for promotion
and Ms. Malthaner is the head of marketing at the library and has said that she would sit with us
on a marketing committee. There are three of us here today, Ms. Spicer, Ms. McNutt and
myself who are the marketing committee for the city and our website does quite well. Our
pages rank up there, which is good, and it is normal that Parks and Recreation would be some of
the most visited pages for a government. We are looking to something new with the website so
we should be bringing forward a proposal soon.
Mr. Morgan commented that the Stow Historical Society’s Harvest Festival could not happen
without the cooperation of the Parks and Recreation Department. You are not visible out there
but many things are done by you for us. The Harvest Festival is our principle fundraiser for the
year and that is how we raise the money to maintain the houses. Ms. Nahrstedt commented

thank you. Ms. Baranek is in charge of the pumpkin painting, which is always very successful
and then maintenance, the festival could not happen without parks maintenance.

Stow City Center Project Update
Ms. Nahrstedt reported on the following and presented a video of the new playground:
We have ordered the playground components for SKIP Playground and now we have to wait for
potentially four months until they are delivered. Once the components are delivered, probably
within six weeks, the playground will be installed so within two months of it being delivered we
can probably have a grand opening.
Our main piece of equipment is the X-Gen tower but we also will have an obstacle course, a zip
line, some very different swings, a couple of spinners and then some other accoutrements,
sensory boards and picnic tables. Mr. Wren commented pictures of the components do not do it
justice; the main X-Gen tower is 27 feet high. This piece will be easily seen from the road. Ms.
Nahrstedt stated the obstacle course runs parallel to the zip line and is very different from any
other obstacle course. There will be a whirl, which is inclusive so a wheelchair can easily go on
because it is flush to the ground and can spin at 13 miles an hour. There will also be a
component that is dedicated to younger children. There will be many swings, the traditional,
the bucket, the ADA and then generation swings, where an adult and child may swing face to
face. The ninja warrior course will also be a component and is very different from anything
around here. There will be a sand pit that will have diggers that move and dig. There will be
fencing around the entire playground, due to the playground’s location.
The budgeted amount that the Mayor has raised for this project is $550,000. Mr. Wren added
that the product line, Miracle, is the same product line that we have at Kid Station, which has
held up very well. The positive part for us is that Eric, who is the CEO of PES, started off in
the business as an installer and he installed SOAR Playground for us and is the one that all of
the other companies would call to install because he is the best. Ms. Nahrstedt stated we had
four companies come in and present and the difference in Eric is he talks about these
components as if he is the kid and how much fun each child will have on each component.
Mayor Pribonic asked Ms. Malthaner from the library to explain what component the library
will be bringing to the playground. Ms. Malthaner stated we are going to bring a story walk,
which will have 15 different locations within the playground, where we put two pages of a book
and then as you walk around you can complete the story. It is great for advocating for literacy,
for being together as a family, and an exercise component. We plan to change out the book
about every four to six weeks. The closest one to here is Hudson’s Veterans Way. There is a
story walk there. The library is very excited to bring this piece to the playground. An
organization called Friends of the Library is paying for this piece of the playground.
Mr. Morgan asked about shade access at the playground. Ms. Nahrstedt stated that originally,
we were going to purchase shade sails but then realized with all the trees, accessing shade
should not be a problem. If we see it becoming a problem, we can still purchase the shade sails.
Mr. Pontius asked do we know how many trees are coming down. Mr. Wren responded the
smaller trees will need to come down but the bigger trees will remain intact. This playground is
designed to have the least impact on the bigger trees.

Parks Master Plan Update
We are currently getting a lot of feedback and reports will be coming in with recommendations
and assessments of everything for example, maintenance, our facilities, and our programs. We
are looking forward to that and deciding what we do moving forward. Ms. Sheets and Mr.
Pontius were able to sit in on the update from our consultants. According to some of the survey
results, we are seeing that a Recreation Center and recreation in general was high on the list for
what the community wants. Mr. Pontius stated I asked how many communities have you dealt
with that recreation is high on the list and then when the center is built there is a levy and then
there is a monthly membership fee. The consultant responded it has to be positioned correctly
and he has a lot of experience in the marketing of such a thing. I was also surprised to see in the
surveys how high outdoor education and outdoor recreation rated. The public wants water
education using the few lakes we do have. A canoeing class on Meadowbrook would be
awesome! I think we would get a lot of participation in those activities. Ms. Nahrstedt stated
that there is a lot of documentation. The consultants are looking to complete it by March with
reports in April.

Fox Den Golf Course Update
Mr. Wren reported that Fox Den has done $1.6 million in revenue for 2021. Our previous
record was $1.257 million from 2020. We did some on course updates as well as did updates to
the facility itself. We did updates to the patio and installed the accordion door. All of the new
areas for the stacked stone columns are prepped and all of the components for the fire pit are in
house. Hopefully we will be tearing out the old women’s restrooms and redesigning our front
counter. We have a cabinet company coming in from Amish country to meet with us to look at
a new display area.
We just purchased another greens mower to replace a 2016 unit that we bought used. We
replaced a 1972 Cushman with a brand new gator. The gator came with a trailer, which will be
utilized to haul our greens rollers. This will cut a two-person job into a one-person job because
the longest part of the job is getting from each green and it will also haul our sand. We have
also been meeting with our golf course architect who is Brian Huntley to talk about
improvements to the range that we are going to make, probably get some plans for a smaller
range to be mainly utilized by the schools. We are looking to shut down our main range
probably the last week of August or first week of September. We have sprinkler heads that
need to go out on the range, we will have profile greens and then we will put in a new building
that will house our new ball machine for the range. This machine will be able to take credit
cards for payment and will have either 6 or 8 heated stalls.
We do have a teaching area that we will implement as phase II. We are talking to Taylor Made
about becoming a Taylor Made fitting center, which will bring a lot of prestige to the facility.
This teaching center will have the garage doors in front, so when it is inclement weather or we
are not teaching, that area will be closed off – it is only for lessons. We will need to invest in a
Trackman, which will analyze your swing and those are about $40,000 a piece. Once the new
teaching facility opens, we will begin to charge all of our PGA and professionals that teach in
the facility, to work out of our facility. We are looking at some minor improvements to the golf
course this coming year as well as the paving of the front nine cart paths. A lot of work will be

done around the clubhouse itself and we are hoping by June we will be able to start our afterhours programming with our live music, pig roast, clam bakes, etc.
Mayor Pribonic asked with all of these improvements do you think we can reach $2 million.
Mr. Wren responded if you include across the street (driving range and amenities) we could do
$2.5-$3 million, depending on what goes in. Once you are a golf course in good shape, you
always have the seniors in the morning, many women leagues in the morning as well, and then
3:30 on is league play. You are desperate to fill noon to 3:00 and that is what everyone is
fighting for. There were days where we did not have an open tee time until 5:12 on Saturday.
Outings are coming back – we already have 48 booked for next year. We currently have two
full time employees, a mechanic that works about 30 hours a week and the grounds crew. At
the last council meeting, council approved an assistant GM for Mr. Vojtko, Mr. John Byerly.
When we were doing $753,000, I could have a single full time employee but when we are at
$1.6 million, it is impossible to do. Mr. Vojtko needed that extra layer of assistance and Mr.
Byerly was his assistant GM last year but he was a seasonal and now is salary.

Parks Maintenance and Improvements
Mr. Wren reported:
SKIP Playground: With the new playground, we will need to expand our parking lot. We will
be adding another row of parking as well as lighting, which should cost around $81,000.
Heritage Barn: We are still trying to get the HVAC system at Heritage Barn. We are having
difficulty with the companies being able to do this project.
Fencing: There are several different projects as far as fencing with the parks, the ball fields,
bow wow beach, privacy fence around our parking lot for our police officers and dispatchers for
security purposes, and 4 or 5 other projects that will need fencing. We are going to put all of
these projects into one package and bid them out at once, because the small jobs we are having
problems getting people to bid on them. Fencing at all four fields at Silver Springs will be
about 80,000.
Adell Durbin Restroom/Pavilion: With the warmer weather coming, we are planning on
having our second shift and street department start the foundation work for this project.
Adell Durbin Observation Deck: We are removing our observation deck at Adell Durbin.
The erosion in that area has made it unsafe for an observation deck. In that area, we will create
a new trail location to get away from that erosion.
Parking Lot Lighting: In the Silver Springs Park, we are starting on the foundations for our
new lighting this year.
Leona Farris Deck/Patio: We will be adding a patio to the current deck at the Leona Farris
lodge. The deck has been started and will be larger and go down to the ground. It is an added
outside feature for the facility in addition to the siding.

Picnic Table & Chair Replacement: We are replacing picnic tables and chairs at all locations.
Campground: We are going to redesign the entrance to the campground. Surveying work and
the design work of this project will be about $25,000. We have made the inspectors for the
pipeline aware of this project. We need to tie in our dump station into sanitary, which will be
$55,000.
Bow Wow Beach: We will be installing two exterior pet washing stations and site work will be
done. We have already ordered some water features, which are big tennis balls. We will also
be renovating the restroom.
Partridge Highlands Park: An item that has come out of the Master Plan is to reestablish the
trail at the Partridge Highlands Park. It has been abandoned for several years.
Northport and Sherwood Playgrounds: We are waiting for delivery on the playground
equipment. Once the equipment is delivered, the companies will be installing this equipment.
We had originally budgeted $60,000 and this project ended up being a $150,000 project.
Hanson Property: We have set aside $250,000 for the Hanson property. This development
will be based on the results of the Master Plan. We are also looking into some funding from the
State that is available to recreation areas.
Paving: Once the campground road is reestablished we have $184,000 set aside for this project
and the resurfacing of it. We will be paving the connection to both sides of the park and install
speed bumps since we are by a playground. This can be done since it is not a dedicated road.
Ballpark #2 parking area will also be repaved. The Lakeview shelter parking will be paved and
the front nine will be paved at Fox Den.
Tennis Court: The Silver Springs tennis court has one corner that is sinking and needs to be
repaired
We ran out of good weather last year for paving and we have revamped our bid system. We
will be in the paper for our paving program, which is not only our roads but we are spending
around $450,000 on sidewalks as well as all the items I previously spoke about for the parks.
Overall, we are between $3.75 and $4 million in paving. We changed our timeline and
penalties. Our timeline for paving and concrete is August 31. We increased our penalties to
$1,000 per day if the projects are not completed on time. Our striping deadline is October 15.
We have a lot on our plate for improvements but if we can get all of this approved, we are
excited to move ahead on these projects.

Events/Programs
Ms. Spicer reported that the Mental Health Coalition is between the City of Stow, Stow Munroe
Falls Schools, and area health care providers. Their next big event that the coalition is planning
is QPR training in April. QPR stands for Question, Persuade and Refer, which is for suicide
prevention. This is an evidence based gatekeeper training used to help individuals in crisis. You
can ask them suicide questions, persuade them to stay alive and then refer them to people that can

help them. This education is a 90-minute session that will be offered free to anyone in Stow and
Munroe Falls like parents, grandparents, friends and neighbors. We are going to have one night
at the High School on April 20 with three sessions and then one night at Holy Family with just
one session. We will be servicing around 100 people and it is a registered event. The City staff
will also be going through this training.
The coalition has also done the Thank You cookies to all the healthcare workers, doctors, nurses
and schools. The Mayor distributed the cookies, which were made my Jenni’s Desserts. The
program was definitely well received.
The city website in January had 10,000 new users, which are just people who went on the website
to look for something. We had 29,000 page views from January 1 through January 24 and the
highest was for employment opportunities, then water, then income tax and then the campground.
On our Facebook page our users have increased by 100 so we are up to 4,900 followers and our
biggest post for January for FunInStow was the survey (where 5,500 people through the city
Facebook reached 8,900 people). The City of Stow Facebook page also managed to increase by
400 followers, which was probably a result of the boil alert, so we are up to 6,900 followers. The
parking ban post had 14,000 people reached and then this Monday we had a post about how much
salt, how many miles our trucks traveled, which we had 9,300 people reached. Our kindness is
contagious is our new initiative, which was started due to the snow storms because neighbors
were helping neighbors and the Mayor wanted to acknowledge that also. This post has reached
a little over 5,000.
Ms. Nahrstedt stated we are looking into a new website for the City. We did receive some
criticism regarding our notification system during the boil alert. We have been getting some price
quotes on different systems with notification systems and it will be integrated with the new design
of our website.
Mr. Morgan asked if we are receiving funding from the county on this mental health awareness
program. Mayor Pribonic responded no we are not receiving any funding but the cost for this
program is not bad. It has been almost 2 ½ years that we did this mental health committee. We
have many professionals from Summit County and around the Akron area – it is not just specific
to Stow. We meet once a month and the ideas that come from the table are just phenomenal and
that is one reason why we have been able to do this. The program for our employees is $2.25 per
employee for an hour and a half presentation so we will be able to do the same thing for the
public.
Ms. McNutt reported that everything you see from the annual report that is on our Facebook page,
on our website, we create in house from scratch. There is a lot of work that goes into the
Marketing Department and we just try to increase the awareness every time we do something new
or something that is the same but it is a lot to put on to a post, put on to the website, put on to an
e-newsletter. It is a constant thing. We have done 25 e-newsletters in 2021, consisting of the
City of Stow e-newsletter and our Fun Buzz e-newsletter. That is a lot in one year. It works out
to be two per month. Occasionally we have a campground eblast that goes out, or the winter
advisory items. When there is an advisory, we currently implement the following: Facebook,
website, email, reverse alert in Summit County and send out to the media. Other than making it
a little more streamlined for us, that is it. People just need to be aware and if there is a situation,
they need to look into one of these avenues.

Ms. Nahrstedt stated that whatever we decide to use as our notification system would be a system
that people will have to opt in to. We will make a big push to let people know that they need to
sign up but it will be the public’s responsibility.
Mayor Pribonic stated that when you look at the flyers that are put out by Kristin and Tracie they
are completely professional. This is not a company putting these flyers and communications out.
These women do an excellent job at what they do. Ms. Nahrstedt stated that we have so much
that comes out just from Parks & Recreation because we are the “fun” department but other
departments need services also. The other departments do not often know what they need but
they come to us for something and we design it and make it look professional.
Ms. Sheridan reported that the Princess event will be in The Leona Farris Lodge on February 19,
the Community Easter Egg Hunt on April 9 and then the Superheroes on April 23. I am also the
staff liaison for the Arts Commission. The commission asked the Mayor if they could do an art
show and their idea was to tie it in with local businesses. They wanted to give artists the
opportunity to display their artwork and to create foot traffic in local businesses. With covid last
year, there was not a lot of foot traffic in the businesses but they did virtually and the businesses
did everything they could do to help.
We are continuing this program this year and calling it, Level Ground a Stow Celebration of
Women in Art. It is open to all artists that identify as female. Stow artists are given first
consideration but all artists are welcome. They submit their resume, a sample of their work and
a brief bio for us to put in the passport. Once submitted a subcommittee from the Arts
Commission accepts them and then a subcommittee from the Arts Commission went around the
community and solicited to see if they would be willing to participate. This year we have to date
14 artists with a deadline of January 31, so I am not worried at all because the submissions will
probably start rolling in the day before the deadline. We have 27 business that are willing to
display the artwork. Last year we had 19 business and 26 artists. We have a meeting with both
the businesses and artists on February 8, so they can come together and hear all the information.
The subcommittee will also pair up the artist and business and then from there it is really up to
the business owner what they would like to do. They can just display the artwork, they could
have a little reception or they can make a raffle. Ms. McNutt and Ms. Spicer will then work on
creating a passport that will have all of the information on it and probably a QR code to scan to
see a map of where those businesses are located and it will pull up all of the bios for the artists.
We have had out of towners and they of course were not familiar with Stow. Therefore, we added
a map this year for that reason.
It is a nice event and a great idea and it is a “win win” for both the artist and the local businesses.
We have the event in March because March is Women in Art month so it will run for the complete
month of March.
Ms. Lewis reported the Stow Senior Center is having a movie matinee, which is usually held at
the Leona Farris lodge. We will be partnering with the hospice of Western Reserve and doing an
“achieving your bucket list” program. We are also going to partner with Life Center Plus and do
a travel trip preview. We cannot really offer overnight trips but Life Center Plus can so I like to
bring them in to make our seniors aware of other options. We will be traveling to Hartville
Marketplace next week and a new winery called 1875 in Hartville. Our next big special event is
going to be a brown bag auction at the end of February. This is like a chance auction where the

seniors will not know what is inside of the bag they will just be given a clue and then drop a ticket
into the bag if they are interested.
Other events that will be in the next newsletter will include a St. Patrick’s Day drive thru, and a
collaboration with the library so the seniors can actually go the library and see what the library
offers for them. We will be doing the Spring Clean Up collaboration with the Stow-Munroe Falls
Student Council and I think that will be very well received. We have space for 50 seniors to have
their houses cleaned up on the outside for them. We are also doing a new partnership with TFlex for our senior fitness. We lost our silver sneakers instructor to a move and so we are still
offering the programs virtually but we are starting to look into some different opportunities.
I, Ms. Mihalus, reported the campground is scheduled to open on April 1. We will be opening
our reservation system on February 1. We have decided to stay with Firefly. They were able to
revamp their system to where they can include the convenience fee on every transaction. We did
send out an email to all of our past campers notifying them when registration starts and informed
them of our new fees.
We did receive word from maintenance along with the construction of the new campground road
they are hoping to put in pads at the campsites. We are definitely eliminating the 24 hour notice
in order to camp with us, so the campers will be able to drop in to the campground and make their
reservation once they get there on their phones or our park attendants will have an IPad on site to
take in reservations.
Ms. Baranek reported that we are in the middle of our elementary program (grades 3-6) which is
huge compared to last year at this time – when we did not have any elementary basketball. Our
training league, which was in October, November, and part of December was a huge success. I
believe we had about 10 teams, which was co-sponsored with Stow Travel Basketball. The
coaches are doing a great job working with their players. I am actually seeing a lot of
improvement now because we did not have basketball last year so it started slow with the kids
but as far as fundamentally I am seeing a lot of improvement. The site supervisors, the officials,
and the scorekeepers are doing an awesome job. We have half of what we normally have staff
wise but is still working out well. These kids and coaches are all volunteers. The biggest change
we made this year is at Lakeview it is all full court, which in the past it was two games going on
at once. It has made a huge difference, especially with covid. They are spread out in the bleachers
and we are able to use the school’s score clock.
At Kimpton because it is third and fourth grade girls and third grade boys we are using half of the
court leaving the other half open, which makes it spread out also as far as the spectators. There
is a lot more time in between games. We started the high school league back in January and we
have 10 teams. We have four in the 9th and 10th and 6 in the 11th and 12th. We use licensed
officials for these games.
The 7th and 8th grade only had three teams this year. We normally have eight teams. The program
is going well and they will play as many games as they have played in the past and I hope to see
more teams for next year.
Our men’s league is at Kimpton on Tuesday and Wednesday evenings and we have eight teams
in the program.

I am in the process of planning our summer day camp. Ms. Lauren Nervo will be returning as
our Camp Director and Mr. Tyler Weaver will be returning as our Assistant Director. This day
camp is for elementary grades 1-6. Last year we averaged about 60 children a week. It is a great
camp out at Heritage Barn where we go swimming every day at Life Center Plus, we have weekly
field trips and all of the staff are either in college or college graduates, most of them are teachers
or they have previous experience working with children.

PLANNING COMMISSION REPORT
Mr. Pontius reported it has been quiet for obvious reasons. We have a new car wash coming in
next to Drug Mart on Fishcreek Road. There will be a new virtual golf center on McCauley Road.
The Haven Homes wanted to build four residential units that could house 8-12. The commission
tabled that conversation. Mr. Nate Leppo’s concern is getting all of the language up to date.
There are some items that he is very concerned about so when something new like this comes
before the group; they are very concerned with how it is worded.

OLD BUSINESS
Ms. Malthaner from the Stow-Munroe Falls library reported that this has been the biggest year of
change. I have been there for 16 years and we have done more this past year than we have done
in the last 16 years. We started out by doing the LED light conversion, which was something we
did during the down time when the library was closed due to covid. We also are now a member
of CLEVNET, which is the largest library consortium in the United States. People can return
their books from other CLEVNET libraries and pick up books from other libraries. Our
circulation is really increasing because we have so much access to different materials. Even
though our foot traffic is down, our circulation is increasing. We have a new Director that has
been with us for a year and a half and she is improving outreach to the community, which I think
is so important.
We also went fine free. There are no overdue fines. If you have a book that is out more than 30
days, we assume it is missing and you will be billed for that. There is still the incentive to return
your materials but the library’s mission is access. Even a small fine is a roadblock for someone
that cannot afford it. We are trying to make sure that everyone can use a computer and take out
the materials they need. We are not trying to teach punitive responsibility. We are getting so
many materials that have been overdue for years. We had someone return a book that had been
rented 38 years ago. We are seeing many people come to the library that we have not seen before.
People that had not been able to use a computer because there was the rule if you owed $10 or
more you were not permitted to use the computers. We have removed all of the barriers because
people need a library in a pandemic more than ever before. We are really trying to be more out
in the community. If there is anything we can host at the library we would want to. Mr. Pontius
asked if we could add Library Report to the agenda for upcoming meetings for Ms. Malthaner to
report on.
Mayor Pribonic stated that the story time that the library did in November with us was
phenomenal. Ms. Nahrstedt stated that we did our part with the logistics, set up and marketing

but no one at this table can tell a story like the library. Ms. Malthaner stated that librarians must
have a master’s degree.
Mr. Morgan asked what about the two houses that have been torn down, one on Beech and one
on Elm and are now vacant lots adjacent to the library. Are there any plans to move into that for
parking? Ms. Malthaner replied we own the lot that is on Beech. We have tried to purchase the
lot that is near the back exit and would still love to have that property. We were doing a parking
lot renovation and then we thought we were going to get another property but we did not. We
are not sorry that we did not do the parking lot renovation because now with everything being
covid we are trying to do more outside. We are trying to think about whether we want to have an
actual dedicated outside programming area. Before covid, our programs were full every night
but due to covid, it is not like that anymore. The Dixie Land Jazz Band has performed at our
library for 35 years and now they are afraid to come out into the crowds. We are rethinking
everything we do in the parking lot and what do we really need. The parking lot is a million
dollar project.

NEW BUSINESS
Nothing to report.

GENERAL DISCUSSION ITEMS
Ms. Malthaner volunteered to have our next Parks and Recreation Board meeting on Thursday,
April 14 at 4:00 p.m. at the library.

ADJOURNMENT
Motion to adjourn was made by Ms. Sheets and seconded by Mr. Morgan at 5:40. All were in
favor.

______________________________
Bob Pontius, Chairperson
Parks and Recreation Board

______________________________
Deanna Mihalus, Secretary
Parks and Recreation Department

Dear Board Members,
2021 was a transitional year! We kept building, growing, and
planning for the future. We served our community with energy
and enthusiasm and strived to return to some of our in-person
signature events and programs, while also including
opportunities for engaging our community while distancing.
Challenges continued, yet we remained up to the task.
All of these programs, events, and activities were organized and
implemented by the department’s small but mighty staff of
committed, motivated and talented individuals. Thank you to
every parks and recreation team member who put in the hard
work to selflessly serve our community, and to our City
leadership, community partners, and our residents for their
constant support and appreciation for all that we do.

Parks and Recreation Staff
Linda Nahrstedt, Director
Kathy Lewis, Recreation Supervisor

Anne Baranek, Recreation Supervisor
Deanna Mihalus, Office Administrator
Chris Sheridan, Assistant Recreation Supervisor
Tracie McNutt, Marketing Specialist
Kristin Spicer, Recreation Assistant
Cindy Cloud, Recreation Assistant
Ken Barnhart, Park Attendant

Looking forward, 2022 promises to be a year of reawakening!
As we look forward to the outcome of the Parks & Recreation
Master Plan, we will be poised to make change in all areas
where it is warranted. There’s more to do. Your Parks and
Recreation Department is ready to do it.
All the best in 2022,
Linda Nahrstedt
Director

MISSION STATEMENT
The mission of the Parks and Recreation
Department is to improve the quality of life for
all residents of Stow by providing opportunities
for a wide variety of leisure, cultural
enrichment and learning.

Red and white lights on the Stow
City Center. Event moved into
the City Service Building to drive
through due to cold temps.

Three sold-out
registration sessions:
We served 195 Families

Our 2nd Annual
Princess Event!
We served of 61
children!

Craft Boxes

Beat the Winter
Blues
We served 25 residents
and their familes

Cupid’s Cuties
Valentine’s Box
We served 13 youngsters
and their families

Inaugural Event!!

Women in Art:
Level Ground
March 2021
(Women in Art Month)
Featuring 26 local Artists
19 Stow businesses
participated by hosting
one of the artist’s work.

Community
East Egg Hunt!

Area organizations and
churches assisted us by
hosting stops along the
bunny path.
We served 240 Families,
upwards
of 1,000 individuals
The weather was perfect!

Hoppin’ Fun
Pet Pictures with
the Easter Bunny!
We served 25 Families
and their furry family
members

We served 219
families with
seniors
9 Banners
Sponsored
Total of 228
Senior Banners
displayed on the front
lawn of
Stow City Hall

Stow Annual Fishing
Derby
We served 128 youth

Summer Day
Camp was back in
person this year!
8 weeks full of fun
activities and field trips !
Week 1 = 48
Week 2 = 49
Week 3 = 60
Week 4 = 40
Week 5 = 60
Week 6 = 60
Week 7 = 60
Week 8 = 60

We served 337
unique children/families

MONDAY
MEALS
Each Monday
2/8/21 - 5/24/21

16 Restaurants
Participated
22 Organizations
Participated

Restaurants and
organizations partnered to
offer food for delivery to the
community. The delivering
organizations received the
tip money.

Our 1st
Superhero
Training Event!
We served 30
children/families

Our 1st Fun in Stow Play Day Event!

Close to 1,300 folks came
out for this laidback
day of fun!

Fun in Stow Play Day Event!

Patriotic Pedal
We served 60 Families
Stow-Munroe Falls Lion’s
Club provided concessions
for all who attended.

This mini representation of
our traditional parade paid
tribute to our Schools.
Each school participated by
having a decorated vehicle
with teachers and staff.

The route covered 34 miles
around the community,
through neighborhoods and
some public areas.

Traffic Box Art
A call was put out for area
artists to share a design to
wrap the local traffic boxes.
16 were placed in 2021,
With plans for additional art
placed in 2022 & 2023.

The art was so admired that
prints are offered for sale.

Leona Farris Lodge Dedication
~ 125 attendees

Leona Farris Book Marks distributed to schools, SMF Public Library, and attendees
Handle’s Ice Cream & Kona Ice Truck
Stow Historical Society documented event
Face Painting & Chalk Art

14 People Signed Up To
Paint Windows at Local
Businesses and Long
Term Care Facilities.

14 Unique
SCARECROWS
ON THE PLAZA
in front of city
hall

Painting events held at Heritage

Barn and led by Kat Scoff.
18 people for the April event and
29 people for the July event.

Summer Sunset
Blast
Great event that we
were able to have
again this year.
Live Music,
Inflatables, Petting
Zoo, Food Trucks, &
Fireworks

Summer Sunset
Blast

19 PEOPLE &
BUSINESSES
signed up to
display on the
tour.

Spooktacular
event with 65
registered
attendees.

This year was a registered
event with 4 - (1) hour time
slots with space for 180
people.
527 people registered and
we had some walk-ins.

All 27 campsites decorated
by volunteers.
The Heritage Barn was
decorated with picture
opportunities and s'mores
passed out to enjoy along
the Toasty Trail.

Fireside Stories &
Songs
New collaboration with
Parks and Rec and
the SMF Public Library.

95 Registered

Community Connection:
The Official Magazine of
Stow and Munroe Falls

New collaboration with
City of Stow, City of
Munroe Falls, and
SMF City Schools.

Quarterly publication with
the first edition sent to all
residents in November
2021.

You Matter
Mental Health Initiatives

Social Media initiative sending out
resources.
Post cards made available to citizens to
pick up and send out.
2700 Thank you cookies, baked by Jenni’s
Desserts, with a link to a thank you video
delivered to:


Stow Schools teachers and staff


Veterinarians and staff



Mental Health workers and staff



Doctors, nurses, and office staff


Senior Living Facilities staff

Santa received over
340 letters and the
volunteers elves
replied to all.

2021 included additional lights on
the City Center and a new area by
the Service Garage pond.

The Stow Arts
Commission and
Stow Historical
Society were pivotal
in organizing this.
67 cars came through
to enjoy the event.

Great response
from the
community and
the churches
who
participated!

Bells were
distributed at
events and
available at City
Hall!
GREAT
RESPONSE!

The Beginning of
2021 offered more
Virtual Tours,
Resources, Trips and
for Adults and
Children on our Parks
and Recreation
website.
https://
stowohio.org/
virtual-resources/

Registration Assistance
Adopt-A-Spot: Blooming in Style

Art Camps
Firecracker Run—2 Mile Fun Run
Firecracker Run—4 Mile Run
Memorial Day Ceremony

Stow Players Youth Theatre W.S. (Grades 7-12)
Stow Players Youth Theatre Workshop (Grades 2-6)
Stow Safety Town (16 sessions)
Stow Safety Town Volunteers
Stow Safety Town Virtual Programming Only
Stow Tree Festival Drive-Thru (3 sessions)
Team Up 2 Clean Up Stow (3 sessions)

Senior Programs
Parks and Recreation Department

PROGRAMS resumed in May
Date
4/29/2021
05/03/21
05/06/21
05/06/21
5/10/2021
5/11/2021
5/12/2021
5/13/2021
5/14/2021
5/17/2021
5/20/2021
5/24/2021
5/26/2021
5/27/2021
5/28/2021
06/03/21
06/03/21
06/03/21
06/07/21
06/08/21
06/09/21
6/11/2021
6/14/2021
6/14/2021
6/21/2021
6/22/2021
6/25/2021
6/28/2021

Place
Spring Hiking
Cookies and Conversation
Spring Hiking
Zoom Brain Games
Cookies and Conversation
Drive In Bingo at the Senior Center
Cooking with Cindy via Zoom
Spring Hiking
Local Breakfast Buddies
Cookies and Conversation
Spring Hiking
Cookies and Conversation
Drive Thru Pizza Party!
Spring Hiking
Local Lunch Buddies
Brain Games
Thursday Senior Cardio Circuit - June
Thursday Senior Seated Yoga - June
Cookies and Conversation
Drive In Bingo at the Senior Center
Music and a Meal Luncheon
Local Breakfast Buddies
Cookies and Conversation
Music and a Meal Dinner
Cookies and Conversation
Movie Matinee
Local Lunch Buddies
Cookies and Conversation

Enrolled
8
8
5
8
8
14
13
3
10
9
6
7
38
8
12
8
11
13
5
15
47
9
5
52
5
14
12
2

Waiting List
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
3
0
0
0
9
0
7
0
0

PROGRAMS after pandemic
Date
07/06/21
07/06/21
07/07/21
07/08/21
07/08/21
07/09/21
7/12/2021
7/13/2021
7/13/2021
7/15/2021
7/20/2021
7/20/2021
7/21/2021
7/23/2021
7/27/2021
7/27/2021
7/28/2021
7/29/2021
7/30/2021
08/03/21
08/03/21
08/05/21
08/05/21
08/05/21
08/09/21
8/10/2021
8/10/2021
8/10/2021
8/11/2021

Program
Dominoes-Mexican Train
Poker
Music and a Meal Luncheon
Thursday Senior Cardio Circuit - July
Thursday Senior Seated Yoga - July
Breakfast Buddies
Welcome Back Party!
Mah Jongg
Pinochle & Canasta
Trivia Time!
Dominoes-Mexican Train
Poker
Drive In Bingo at the Senior Center
Lunch Buddies
Mah Jongg
Pinochle & Canasta
Music and a Meal Dinner
Fawn and Fanny
Crafting with Kristin
Dominoes-Mexican Train
Poker
Brain Games
Thursday Senior Cardio Circuit - August
Thursday Senior Seated Yoga - August
Something Special with Cindy
Mah Jongg
Pinochle & Canasta
The Budding Tree
Music and a Meal Luncheon

Enrolled
9
2
34
3
6
10
50
15
5
13
13
2
12
16
12
5
37
3
5
16
4
14
3
8
16
15
4
7
29

Waiting List
0
0
0
0
0
0
6
0
0
0
0
0
0
3
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
3
0
0
0
0

PROGRAMS after pandemic
Date
8/13/2021
8/17/2021
8/17/2021
8/18/2021
8/19/2021
8/24/2021
8/24/2021
8/27/2021
8/31/2021
09/01/21
09/02/21
09/02/21
09/02/21
09/07/21
09/07/21
09/07/21
09/08/21
09/09/21
9/10/2021
9/20/2021
9/24/2021
9/27/2021
10/04/21
10/05/21
10/05/21
10/05/21
10/06/21

Program
Breakfast Buddies
Dominoes-Mexican Train
Poker
Drive In Bingo at the Senior Center
Trivia Time!
Mah Jongg
Pinochle & Canasta
Lunch Buddies
Movie Matinee
Senior Cards (Sept)
Brain Games (Sept)
Thursday Senior Cardio Circuit - September
Thursday Senior Seated Yoga - September
Dance Class - Beginner Line Dancing (Sept)
Dominoes-Mexican Train (Sept)
Mah Jongg (Sept)
Music and a Meal Dinner
Senior Bingo
Breakfast Buddies
Bunco Party
Lunch Buddies
Crafting with Kristin
Hiking Group - Stow Striders (Oct)
Dominoes-Mexican Train (Oct)
Line Dancing (Oct)
Mah Jongg (Oct)
Senior Cards (Oct)

Enrolled
10
16
4
12
16
16
5
15
20
15
11
12
15
15
8
14
46
16
14
14
13
15
11
10
15
11
16

Waiting List
0
2
0
0
0
2
0
3
3
0
0
0
0
4
0
0
0
16
2
5
2
0
0
0
5
0
0

PROGRAMS after pandemic
Date
10/07/21
10/07/21
10/07/21
10/08/21
10/14/2021
10/22/2021
10/25/2021
10/29/2021
10/29/2021
11/02/21
11/02/21
11/02/21
11/03/21
11/04/21
11/04/21
11/04/21
11/08/21
11/11/2021
11/12/2021
11/15/2021
11/19/2021
11/19/2021
11/22/2021
11/29/2021
11/30/2021

Program
Brain Games
Cardio Circuit - October
Seated Yoga - October
Breakfast Buddies
Bingo
Lunch Buddies
Movie Matinee
Trunk or Treat (1:00)
Trunk or Treat (1:30)
Dominoes-Mexican Train (Nov)
Line Dancing (Nov)
Mah Jongg (Nov)
Cards and Board Games (Nov)
Brain Games
Cardio Circuit - November
Yoga - November
Crafting with Kristin
Bingo
Lunch Buddies
Mind Challenge Preview Day
Thanksgiving Feast (Dine In)
Thanksgiving Feast (Drive Thru)
Breakfast Buddies
Santa Elves 2021
Fitness Class Membership (November)

Enrolled
15
13
18
13
16
15
19
40
39
16
11
10
7
11
13
22
15
16
15
9
54
67
15
6
2

Waiting List
0
0
0
1
13
8
1
13
0
1
0
0
0
0
0
0
1
2
3
0
0
1
2
3
0

PROGRAMS after pandemic
Date
12/01/21
12/02/21
12/02/21
12/02/21
12/03/21
12/07/21
12/07/21
12/07/21
12/07/21
12/09/21
12/10/2021
12/17/2021
12/20/2021
12/31/2021

Program
Cards and Board Games (Dec)
Brain Games
Cardio Circuit - December
Yoga - December
Holiday Safety Tips
Dominoes-Mexican Train (Dec)
Greatest Sitcoms of All Time
Line Dancing (Dec)
Mah Jongg (Dec)
Bingo
Lunch Buddies
Bunco Party
Breakfast Buddies
Fitness Class Membership (December)

Enrolled
9
12
12
19
14
17
15
11
9
16
16
16
16
2

Waiting List
0
0
0
0
0
2
4
0
0
4
3
6
0
0

TRIPS (Resumed in September)
9/13/2021
10/01/21
10/15/2021
11/13/2021
12/01/21
12/15/2021

Trip: Shopping in Amish Country
Trip: Cleveland Museum of Natural History
Trip: P. Graham Dunn Tour
Trip: Kent State Fashion Museum
Trip: Castle Noel
Trip: Pine Tree Barn and Smuckers Store

17
20
20
11
20
20

10
6
11
0
6
19

Senior
Programs

Senior
Programs

Campground

Parks and Recreation Department

STOW SILVER SPRINGS
CAMPGROUND
5238 Young Rd., Stow
Open April 1 - October 31
Providing Outdoor Recreation since 1976!

First Year Using Firefly Reservation System
__3519___ total site reservations in 2021
61% occupancy rate
1904 total site reservations in 2020
2194 total site reservations in 2019

__503___ monthly average reservation rate in 2021
2020 monthly average reservation rate was 423
2019 monthly average reservation rate was 313
Past Highest Monthly Average – 441 reservations in 2016

Bow Wow Beach
Parks and Recreation Department

Bow Wow Beach Sponsors
$300 each - 11 sponsors in 2021
Banner displayed Mid-March through Dec. 1
(or whenever sponsor signs up)

Bow Wow Beach
SWAG
* Window Stickers: $3
* T-Shirts: $12-$15

Community Garden &
Pickleball
Parks and Recreation Department

TWO PROGRAMS THAT THRIVED THIS YEAR!
Community Garden
135 Garden Plots Reserved

Pickleball: 257 Registrants

SPORTS/EXERCISE
Parks and Recreation Department

Start Date

Sport/Recreation Program

Enrolled

Spring

Lacrosse Camp - Girls 3-9th Grade

80

9/22/21

Lacrosse Clinic - Girls 3-6th Grade

30

7/19/21

Lacrosse Camp—Boys 3-9 Grade

39

9/16/21

Lacrosse Clinic—Boys 3-6th Grade

6

Jazzercise, Yoga, Ballroom Dance and
Body Sculpting were on and off over the
course of the year.
9/14/2021

Flag Football: Boys and Girls Grades 3-6

65

5/2/2021

Men’s Slow Pitch Softball League

5 teams

Tennis Programs

Enrolled

Adult “FUN”damentals (3 sessions)

0

Fall Junior Instruction—Ages 11-15

11

Fall Junior Instruction—Ages 7-10

5

Junior Bulldogs, Session 1 (Ages 8-11)

7

Junior Bulldogs, Session 2 (Ages 8-11)

3

Li’l Pups Session 1 (Ages 5-7)

6

Li’l Pups Session 2 (Ages 5-7)

0

Spring Jr. Instruction (Ages 11-15)

11

Spring Jr. Instruction (Ages 7-10)

5

Bulldog Teens Session 1 (Ages 12-15)

6

Bulldog Teens Session 2 (Ages 12-15)

6

Our ever popular Youth Basketball Program
Sport/Recreation Program

Enrolled

Boys High School - 11 & 12 Grade

6 teams

Boys High School—9 & 10 Grade

4 teams

Boys League Grade 7 & 8

27

Elementary Boys Grade 3-6

121

Elementary Girls Grade 3-6

50

Girls League Grade 7 & 8

3

K-2 Training Division

95

Men’s Fast Break Leagues

8 teams

Summer Outdoor Boys and Girls Grade 4-10

88

Website/Social Media
Parks and Recreation Department

Social Media: FunInStow

Over 4897 Facebook Followers
383 Twitter Followers

550 Instagram Followers

Fun Facts
“Halloween Hayride” FB post reached 29,800 people
2021 Facebook Page Reach: 104,507 people
The number of people who saw any content from your Page or about your Page, including
posts, stories, ads, social information from people who interact with your Page and more.
Reach is different from impressions, which may include multiple views of your posts by the
same people.

Website: StowOhio.org
Page views for the year 2021
Parks & Recreation pages were three of the top ten pages of the
entire City of Stow website visited/viewed by website visitors
#1 City of Stow Home page – 72,184 page views
#4 Silver Springs Campground – 26,006 page views
#7 Bow Wow Beach – 18,274 page views
#10 Parks & Recreation (General) – 16,151 page views

